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call them, and the most likely to have success, is
this, of laughing at them : the satire has reformed
the age of many a folly, which the solid and the
solemn could never reach: even general vice,
would the men of wit and men of quality join in the
attempt, might be hissed out of the world, though
all the preaching and all the preachers should prove
fruitless and exhausted: men are to be ridiculed
into good manners, when they will not be cudgelled
into it.

Your modern harlequins, especially so exquisitely
contrived, and so perfectly well performed as those
of late by Mr. Rich, (in which, not to flatter him,
we must acknowledge he has outdone all that was
before him,) have gone further to expose and run
down the magic I am speaking of, and cure the
world of the hippo, and the vapours, than the whole
stage could do before; nay, than all the brightest
dramatic performances of the last age could pretend
to.

Never was the popular frenzy better exposed;
the ignorance on one side, and the impudence on
the other, more accurately laid open ; the mimicry
is mimicked to the life ; the magician made a fool,
the fool tickled into more wit, and the Devil himself
laughed out of countenance.

We leave the remainder to be completed by the
same hand ; the success cannot fail, while the
senses and the passions are to be wrought upon by
the eyesight: our method looks the same way,
only that we bring it up from its original, and pursue